
Jews Born Anew

From the most influential Jew that ever lived—Yeshua HaMashiach—to the 12 Jewish 
disciples who first called Him Lord … to the 3,000 Jews who were gloriously saved on 

the Day of Pentecost....to the 6 Days that changed the world in 1967—resulting in 
thousands of Jews accepting Yeshua as their Messiah—Christianity has always been at 

its roots, a Jewish faith. 

Today, Christians and Jews alike are waking up to that truth, and in doing so, theyʼre 
setting the stage for the second Greatest Event in History…

 When Maria Weinstein was a little girl growing up in Poland, her mother would 
tell her: 'Be sure that you're sensitive to God, so if He comes knocking on the door to 
take you to the Promised Land, you won't miss it.'"

 Maria never forgot those words—at the age of 10, they carried her through the 
living hell of forced containment in a Jewish ghetto during Nazi-occupied Poland, and 
still later as she and her sister escaped from the Nazis through the thickly wooded 
countryside. Not even the gunning down of Mariaʼs father after he tried in vain to save 
her from the soldiersʼ cruelty, nor the slaughter of her mother and baby brother—along 
with thousands of other Jewish men, women & children back in the ghetto—could 
completely extinguish that hope of salvation.

 After months on the run, exhausted, and on the brink of starvation, Maria and her 
sister eventually found salvation in the home of a Christian family in a small Polish 
village. The family, who less then four years before had lost their own two girls, would 
risk their lives to save Maria and her sister—even though it meant an automatic death 
sentence for their entire family for doing so. And when the Nazis came to burn down the 
house in which both Jew and Gentile huddled tightly together—praying for help from 
above—God delivered a miracle. Like Daniel in the fiery pit, the house simply refused to 
burn. 

 Today, seven decades after both the horror of losing all—but in the end gaining 
back so much more—the physical house that refused to burn has become the spiritual 
“house” that will not stop burning.  Like Job who refused to “curse God and die,” Maria 
Weinstein had, on that fateful day, opened the door to her long-awaited Messiah—
Yeshua—forever in debt to a kind of love that would risk losing everything to save two 
strangers.

 Itʼs an all-consuming fire that has spread through 85-year-old Mariaʼs four 
children and twelve grandchildren— leaving a legacy of love, hope & forgiveness that 
will long outlive—and outnumber—the evil that men do.

1



Six Days that Changed the World

 The story of Maria Weinstein—a “completed Jew” who recognizes Yeshua  (the 
Hebrew word for Jesus) as the fulfillment of the prophetic promise of a coming, long-
awaited Messiah—may seem like an anomaly among Jews. And while that once may 
have been true, today, the rise of over 300 Messianic churches in the United States & 
12 in Canada—a dramatic rise from over 50 years ago, when there was only a handful 
of Jewish Messianic congregations—marks a significant trend.  Today, itʼs estimated 
that there are over a million Jewish people worldwide who now confess Yeshua as their 
Messiah.

 While over the centuries there have been “smatterings” of Jews coming to belief 
in Jesus as their Savior,  it wasnʼt until as recently as 1967—following the 6-day war 
when Jerusalem was restored to Israel—that a massive outpouring of Godʼs spirit 
resulted in large numbers of Jews—more than any in history up to that point—coming to 
Jesus.  

 “Coincidentally,” mass revival broke out at the same time among the Gentile 
church. Sovereign moves of God like Azusa Street, the Welsh Revival, the charismatic 
renewal within mainline denominations, and, finally, the Jesus Movement where 
unwashed & stringy-haired hippies, “feeling the love” came in droves to churches 
previously closed to them, were all were signs that something exciting and historic was 
happening within the Body of Christ.

The Best Kept Secret 

 In what may be the best kept secret in all of historic Christendom, the Messianic 
movement was entirely Jewish at its inception. Ironically, most Jews are raised to 
believe that Christianity is a separate religion, not, as what it actually is, a sect of 
Judaism. This “sect”—only later to called “Christianity”—was founded by a devout Jew 
who followed the Jewish law; celebrated all the Jewish festivals; worshipped and taught 
in a decidedly Jewish manner & tradition from the Jewish scriptures in Jewish houses of 
worship (synagogues) and disci-pled 12 other Jewish leaders (the 12 Apostles) who, in 
turn, led the first 3,000 Jews to saving faith in Yeshua HaMashiach on the Day of 
Pentecost! 

 By the middle of the first century AD, tens of thousands of Jewish people 
believed that Yeshua was their Messiah (see Acts 2:37-42, 4:4, 21:20).

 While the Good News was limited to only Jews during Jesusʼ time on earth and 
some 30 years after, it would take an “illuminating” encounter with the risen Christ on 
the road to Damascus for Paul the Apostle to know that it was, in fact, the Jews who 
were called by God to become a “light to the Gentiles”  (Acts 13:47). The apostle Peterʼs 
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moment of truth regarding Godʼs desire to include Gentiles in His plan of salvation came 
not from a blinding light from Heaven, but rather a sheet of decidedly un-kosher 
animals. This unusual divine encounter lead to the conversion of the first Gentile 
convert, Cornelius the Centurion. 

“Mr. and Mrs. Christ had a baby boy...and ever since then heʼs been nothing but 
trouble for the Jew.”

 Despite the fact that Christianity is, at its roots, fundamentally Jewish—with 
Jesus even being called a prophet, aka “a really good guy” by the majority of Jews—itʼs 
ironic that most Jews are “allowed” to become pretty much anything except a Christian.  
A Jew can become a a New Ager, a Wiccan, a Scientologist or just a plain olʼ garden 
variety atheistic humanist and that is perfectly “kosher” with most of their Jewish 
relatives. The only exception—one that is grounds for immediate disinheritance, 
banishment, and in some cases for even a Kaddish (prayer for the dead)—is if a Jew 
decides to actually believe Jesus when He claimed that “I and the Father are one” (John 
10:30).

 Fortunately for singer/songwriter & “completed Jew,” Marty Goetz, his parents did 
not disown him or declare him “dead to me” in a Shiva ceremony like many of his 
Messianic Jewish friends. Their reaction upon hearing the news that their son had 
accepted Yeshua as his Savior was limited to being “severely dismayed and distressed.”  

 “My motherʼs dream for her nice little Jewish boy was that I become a doctor or 
lawyer … not a Christian Gospel singer!” exclaims Goetz. Years later, after the initial 
shock wore off and their local rabbiʼs attempt at bringing her son back to his senses 
proved futile, his mother was simply embarrassed by his occupation. “I wish that you 
could be doing something that I could invite my friends to,” she would tell him. 

 For many Jewish relatives of a newly born-anew Jew, the “problem” of Jesus 
being publicly confessed as Lord and Savior, is not really a religious problem but rather 
a community or “personhood” issue. Proof of this cultural reality is that even secular, 
non-practicing Jews will feel that sense of betrayal that their loved ones have crossed 
over to the other side “of those people [Gentile Christians] who have hated the Jews all 
these years.”

 Jonathan Bernis, a Messianic Rabbi and President of Jewish Voice Ministries 
Int., finds that resistance to Jesus—who even to secular eyes was the most guileless 
and influential man who ever lived … not to mention for the Jews, the most “Torah 
observant”—similarly ironic. “The only door that leads to salvation—Yeshua—is the only 
door that we as Jews are told not to knock on!” exclaims Bernis.

 Marty Goetz frames the “Jews & Jesus” issue in more tongue-in-cheek fashion: “I 
always like to say that  ʻMr. and Mrs. Christ had a baby boy...and ever since then heʼs 
been nothing but trouble for the Jew.ʼ”
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“Iʼm in the dark here.”

 Gentile Christians have similarly been kept in the dark about their Jewish roots. 

 While it was Jews that first spread the news of a Jewish Messiah who died on the 
Cross for Jew and Gentile alike—thereby allowing Gentiles to be “grafted into” an 
eternal Abrahamic covenant with all the rights & privileges therein—Christians grew 
increasingly oblivious to the pivotal role Jewish followers of Yeshua had played in 
bringing those who were once “strangers to the Covenant” to faith in the One True and 
Living God.  It was almost as though pivotal verses like “Salvation is from the Jews”  
was written in invisible ink. 

 According to Bernis, author of A Rabbi Looks at Jesus—a book he terms as an 
“End Times Equipping book for Christians”— this “middle wall of separation” between 
Jew and Gentile was not a happenstance of history, but rather a deliberate plot from 
Lucifer himself. 

 “The devil blinded the eyes of Christianity to its Jewish roots—roots that were 
grounded in the Torah, and the prophets, but then were eradicated, only to be replaced 
by two separate & distinct religions where “never the twain shall meet.” Yet that is not 
what the Bible teaches,” claims Bernis.

 It was a combination of non-Messianic rabbis persuading Jews to give up Yeshua 
and conversely, the soon-dominant Gentile expression of Christianity convincing 
Messianic Jews to give up their Jewishness (one factor being that Gentile Christians 
had a deep fear of being associated with the Jews—an often persecuted minority by the 
Romans and other groups), that resulted in the significance of Godʼs eternal covenant 
with Israel becoming a distant memory. 

 From those two factors came the greatest paradox ever to be hoisted upon 
history: Christianity—a “religion” founded by a Jew & spread throughout the world by 
Jews had made it seem “heretical” for a Jewish person to be loyal to the King of the 
Jews!  

 “He came unto His own and His own received him not” (John 1:11) would come 
to mean something profoundly prophetic...and disturbing.

Dangerous Liaisons

 No doubt, an “unfortunate series of events” fanned that great paradox. Some 
would say these events were fanned by the flames of hell itself as anti-Semitism—
forged in twisted & clearly errant early Church doctrines, coupled with the systematic 
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elimination of Jewish Biblical feasts that were replaced by pagan-influenced rituals & 
observances—took rise.   

 Further contributing to the demise of the Jewish roots of Christianity were such 
early Church luminaries as Ignatius of Antioch, one of the first Apostolic Fathers & 
student of John the Apostle. He was also the first to accuse Jews of being “Christ killers. 
Following Ignatius in helping to create that “Great Divide” between Jewish and Gentile 
believers was 2nd-century Christian apologist Justin Martyr who declared that “He who 
was a Jew and a Christian was neither a Jew or a Christian.”  Bishop John Chrysostom 
of the early Antioch church was one of the most virulent in his writings against Jews.  It 
was he who penned such Christ-like, conciliatory rhetoric as “Jews are inveterate 
murderers possessed by the Devil” and “Their debauchery and drunkenness gives the 
manners of a pig.” 

 Horrific persecution of Jews during the Crusades and the Spanish Inquisition 
didn’t exactly help “sooth the savage beast” of anti-Semitism inflicted against the Jews 
in the name of Christ.  In most recent history, Adolph Hitler and his occult-formed Ayran 
beliefs infiltrated the minds and hearts of unbelievers and believers alike by propagating 
such previously mentioned historical—though clearly Biblically heretical—“Christian” 
doctrine among the German people. Unfortunately, some of the early Church Fathers—
as well as otherwise doctrinally sound & positive later Church influencers such as Martin 
Luther and St. Augustine—had given the “furious Führer” plenty of fuel for the fire with 
their anti-Semitic writings.

Too Jewish … or Not Jewish Enough? 

 Further contributing to the mass ignorance & deception in the modern-day 
Church about the Jewish people, Israel & their own important Biblical Jewish roots, has 
been the resurgence of a first-century Church doctrine known as Replacement 
Theology. This doctrine—a powerfully influential mindset hidden within most mainline 
denominations that was first propagated by Justin Martyr—claims that God has rejected 
the Jews as His chosen people and replaced Israel by the Church. 

 Polar opposite to that doctrine, is Dual-Covenant theology—a fairly recent 
doctrine that purports that since God's covenant with the Jews is still valid for them, they 
don't need the New Covenant to be saved.  

 In the Replacement doctrine, Jews have no place in Godʼs divine plan unless 
they give up their “Jewishness”—including, most of its adherents claim, their right to 
their own Covenant land; in the Dual Covenant doctrine itʼs that very “Jewishness” thatʼs 
allegedly enough for them to to achieve salvation. Dual Covenantʼs espousers never 
exactly explain how “Jewish” one has to be to make it through the Pearly Gates. It also 
seems to make the very idea of a Messianic Jew rather obsolete. 

 Interestingly, as is true with many belief systems & world views that are rooted in 
personal experiences, some claim that the Dual Covenant doctrine arose out of the 
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ashes of the Holocaust as a kind of mass “guilt offering” on the part of “sincere but 
misguided” Christians. They wanted to distance themselves from the atrocities of the 
Holocaust—atrocities that were committed if not with the overt blessing of the Church, 
were “allowed” because of fear, apathy, deception and ignorance.

You Canʼt Hug a Burning Bush

 It is, perhaps, those very kind of emotional triggers & “fear-of-man” beliefs—
clothed in the guise of Biblically errant doctrine—that have long kept the majority of 
Gentile Christians from evangelizing Jews. Itʼs a regrettably passive attitude that most 
Messianic Jews believe to be anti-Semitic in origin as it banishes Jews to an eternity 
without Yeshua—making this doctrine in some ways even more dangerous than 
Replacement Theology. 

 Of further concern to Messianic Jews is the assumption by many—if not most—
Christians that all Jews automatically read—and understand— the Torah or Old 
Testament, thereby increasing the Gentile Christianʼs “fear factor” at sharing the Gospel 
with them since most feel ill prepared to tackle “apologetic Judaism.” Not so, claims 
Bernis, who states that the average Jewish person today has rarely gone beyond 
studying some of the Patriarchs & maybe knowing a smattering of Hebrew.

 In truth, most Jews today practice Rabbinic Judaism—a significant departure 
from what heroes of the Hebrew faith—including Abraham, Isaac & Jacob—believed or 
adhered to.  In essence, this form of Judaism puts the oral traditions of Rabbis above 
the written teachings of the Hebrew scriptures (Torah) thereby replacing the scriptural 
requirement for blood atonement with repentance, good works, and prayer (not unlike 
most religions). The upshot? If there is no need for a blood sacrifice, then thereʼs no 
need for a Savior.

 What is particularly significant is that Rabbinic Judaism was created after the 
destruction of the second Temple in 70 AD by one Rabbi—Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai 
—with the partial intention of discrediting Jesus the Messiah. Since that time, the very 
word “Jew” has come to be almost synonymous with the rejection of Christ.  As one 
Jewish writer wrote, “It is by the rejection of the Messiahship of Jesus that we proclaim 
to the world, that we are still Jews.”

 Ironically, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai had little faith in his self-created 
“bloodless Judaism” to effect even his own salvation. On his deathbed, he expressed 
great sorrow—and no doubt not a little fear—that when he had finally breathed his last 
breath, he had no real certainty of where he was going—Heaven or Gehenna (hell).

 The Good News for the Jewish people today is that Jesus Christ—the Jew from 
Galilee—was Himself offered as their blood atonement. He is the only One who can 
deliver His still-chosen people from their sins, delivering them from death, and bringing 
them into life everlasting through the lifting of that ever-present “veil.”  “But their minds 
were blinded. For until this day, the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old 
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Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ...nevertheless, when one turns to 
the Lord, the veil is taken away” ( 2 Cor. 14, 16)

 But just like everyone else born of a woman, they need someone to tell him that 
Good News. To that end, most Messianic Jewish believers would tell their Gentile 
Christian brethren that however Holy Spirit may prompt them to lead a Jewish person to 
saving faith in Yeshua—be it armed with “one scripture and a miracle” or by way of 
years of expensive seminary training, the important thing, is that they “just do it”...and 
do it boldly. (2 Cor: 9-13). 

 “Until Gentile Christians do their ʻGod Jobʼ of preaching to the ʻJew first...then the 
Gentile …ʼ (Rom. 1:16)—largely by provoking them to jealousy as outlined in Romans 
11:10-12—then most Jews will continue to believe, as I once did, that Jehovah God is 
an impersonal distant force …  a burning bush that you cannot possibly embrace,” says 
Bernis.

The Right Side of History

 Thereʼs no doubt that their lack of understanding of their Jewish roots—resulting 
in both subtle and overt anti-Semitism—remains deeply entrenched in the hearts and 
minds of most of the Body of Christ worldwide. For that reason, the majority of 
Messianic Jews believe that God has providentially raised Messianic Judaism as a 
major “course correction” for the Gentile Christian Church.  

 Why is that correction needed? The reasons are rooted in Scripture itself. Verses 
such as “I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse...” (Gen 
12:3) and “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: May they prosper who love you” (Psalm 
122:6) make it clear that either blessings or curses will come upon both nations and 
individuals, depending on how they deal with both the Jews as individuals as well as the 
nation of Israel.

 Part of that “correction” they say,  will involve such conscious acts as some 
serious soul searching, a repenting of anti-Semitism—however subtle its form— as well 
as a willingness to learn more about their Jewish roots.  At the same time, most 
Messianic Jews stress that that Gentile believers donʼt have to become Jewish in order 
to celebrate Christ any more than the Jews must strip themselves of their Jewish 
identity and culture once they accept that their long-awaited Messiah has, in fact, 
already come. (In actuality, since most most modern-day Jews are unobservant and/or 
secular—only a handful are “still waiting” for a physical or literal Messiah to show up 
and deliver them.)
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“Norwegians may speak Norwegian, and the Greek their Greek…but all that Jews 
need …”

 For those Christians who have a true heart for the Jewish people, doctrines like 
Replacement Theology and Dual Covenant theology—while certainly a formidable 
spiritual force—are not insurmountable. Intercession, cultivating a true spirit of 
reconciliation, and obedience to “preach the Word with signs & wonders following” —
particularly Isaiah 53 with its obvious prophetic picture of Jesus as the “Suffering 
Servant”—are already serving to tear down those roadblocks. 

 The unprecedented number number of Jews worldwide coming to believe and 
accept Yeshua as their Messiah as a result of fervent evangelistic efforts are a 
testament to those efforts.  Most Bible-believing Christians (those who actually read & 
study the Bible that is) are fully aware that God is not through with Israel and His 
covenant people, the Jews. Both Old and New Testament prophecies substantiate that 
truth, including Jeremiah 31: 33-34: “...I will be their God and they will be my 
people...they will all know me, from the least to them to the greatest...” declares the 
Lord.  

 No doubt, many Christians today believe that Jews coming to saving faith in 
“Yeshua HaMashiach” in record numbers is only the beginning of what God has planned
—not only for Jews and Gentiles, but for the entire earth.  The outpouring of Godʼs spirit 
“upon all flesh” during these End Times as prophesied in Joel 2:28  where miraculous 
signs & wonders will abound—exceeding by far whatever was recorded in the Book of 
Acts—will no doubt be a major factor in removing the scales off the eyes of Godʼs 
chosen people.  

 As Professor Henry Higgins might sing (were he a Christian evangelist): 
“Norwegians may speak Norwegian, and the Greek their Greek…but all that Jews need, 
according to I Corinthians 1:22 is a miraculous sign!”

And the Two Shall Become One

 All of history has its culmination point. When will that be? Soon, believe many 
Christian Gentile and Messianic Jewish believers. They believe that itʼs the supernatural 
formation of the “One New Man”—the breaking down of that “middle wall of separation” 
between Jew and Gentile through the outpouring of the Spirit— thereby ushering in 
Jesusʼ eventual rulership in Jerusalem where “all nations shall come to His light” —that 
will mark that culmination. 

 Sid Roth, a Messianic Jew and TV Host of Itʼs Supernatural, summarizes what he 
believes is the responsibility of the Church—both Jew and Gentile—in doing their part to 
usher in that last great move of God:

 The highest call has been granted to Gentile Christians—encouraged in these 
Last Days by the rising number of Messianic Jews—and that is the honor of completing 
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the fullness of Jesus by provoking the Jews to jealousy. Itʼs not that one [Jew or Gentile] 
is better than the other, but rather that the Body of Christ will become complete...thatʼs 
why the blinders currently on the eyes of the Gentile must come off so they can help get 
the blinders off the Jewish people.  Once that happens, the two can come together so 
we can become the full dwelling place of God in the Spirit...only then can we see the 
greatest revival and history!”

###

TK:  Notes and citations
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